
Freedom Rally on the Common
MassCann/NORML is sponsoring the 19th annual
Freedom Rally on September 20, 2008beginning at
noon on the Boston Common. The Freedom Rally is
the largest libertarian outreacheventin Massachusetts:
weather permitting, forty to seventy thousandpeople
sympathetic to our views will be assembled on the
Common. Thanks to a gift fromour State Chair, we
will have a booth and tent this year.

Your Party needs you!  Almost an unlimited number
of Party volunteers can work the passing crowd, and
the crowds sitting on the adjoining hill.  Please appear
between 11 AM (setup) and 5 PM (takedown) at
space U, at the intersection of the paths just west of
Monument Hill and the Frog Pond.  See you there!

State Convention is Upon Us

Arrangements have been made to hold the Libertarian
Party of Massachusetts 2008 State Convention on
October 18, 2008, doors to open at 10:15 AM.  The
agenda includes election of a new State Committee,
making amendments to the State Party Constitution,
and other events.

The Convention will be held at Tweed's Pub, Grove
Street, Worcester, which has good, free parking and a
more than adequate space. Please see the official
announcement on Page 9 for more details.

Nominating Paperwork Filed!
By: George Phillies, State Party Chair

Fellow Libertarians!

Thanks to the hard work of State Committee mem-
bers, including Carol McMahon, Mark Tashjian, Bob
Underwood, and Mary-Anne Wolf, not to mention
volunteers including Shirley Underwood and Brian
Stack, and financial cost-sharing by the Libertarian
National Committee, we have candidates.

Bob, Carol, and State Party Chair George Phillies
filed Libertarian nominating papers with the Secretary
of the Commonwealth’s office on August 13th. The
nominating papers, a stack more than two feet high,
were collected by volunteers and paid petitioners.
When printing, shipping, and transportation are
included, more than $40,000 was spent to collect, ver-
ify, and file the signatures.
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Robert J. Underwood of Springfield, running for U.S.
Senate, filed more than 15,000 valid signatures, out of
10,000 required.  He faces incumbent Senator John
Kerry and Republican Jeff Beatty.  The last time
Kerry ran for office, he lost to George Bush.  Jeff
Beatty only won his nomination because no one else
showed up--the Republican machine candidate did
not get enough signatures to get on the primary ballot
and quit.

We now have a Presidential ticket on the ballot.  The
National Party decided to finish petitioning for
Phillies/Bennett and then litigate for Barr/Root.  We
are still in litigation.  You did not hear me predict
whether we will win. You will hear who our candi-
dates are, so soon as we find out.

Bill Hees of Cambridge gave us $1000 in matching
funds.  I matched my own matching money -- the
advantage of being a Presidential candidate -- and
spent over $4000.

Petitioning for Bob Underwood and our Presidential
team has still seriously depleted our Treasury.
Shipping thousand of nominating papers around the
state, paying mileage to volunteers who can't afford
that much gasoline at modern prices, and printing
forms can't be done for free.

Please help your Libertarian Party recover its expens-
es.  Please give us the money we need to build a
stronger Libertarian Party, in time for the November
election.

To give on the web, go to http://LPMass.Org, and
click on "donate".  To give by mail, use the handy
form on the next-to-last page of this newsletter. Mail
your check to

LPMass, POB 1154, Worcester MA 01609.

No matter whether you donate by mail or on the inter-
net, I'll give you a free electronic copy of either of my
novels, because you donated.  The choices are

* The Minutegirls -- 23rd century America
* The One World -- The three musketeers invade

the Kingdom of the Amazons

To request your novel, please just email me at
phillies@4liberty.netwhen you send your donation.
Send him your email address and choice of novel, and
I'll send you the novel as an .RTF file.
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The nominating papers were very heavy!

Phillies files papers while McMahon looks on.

Phillies and McMahon showing off the papers.
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(413) 267-9339 (home)
(413) 250-6608 (cell)
cjmcmahon@verizon.net

George Phillies (State Chair)
(508) 754-1859 (home)
(508) 831-5334 (work)
phillies@4liberty.net

Arthur Torrey (Operations Facilitator)
(978) 663-0241
arthur_torrey@comcast.net

Robert Underwood
rjunderwood2000@yahoo.com

Mary-Anne Wolf (Webmistress)
(978) 663-0241
mgwmgw@comcast.net

Walter Ziobro (Treasurer)
Walter Ziobro@cs.com

Conservative Leadership Conf.
From the National Libertarian Party

Dear Libertarian Party Member,

Democrats at their national convention in Denver
went a long way toward healing the wounds from
their bitter primary and seemingly succeeded in unit-
ing their party.  And John McCain’s choice of Alaska
Gov. Sarah Palin will help do the same for Repub-
licans whose conservative base has been lukewarm
about the Arizona senator.

But many limited-government conservatives are still
skeptical of John McCain.  While the fear of an
Obama presidency has caused most to back the GOP

nominee, a significant number – including many Ron
Paul supporters – remain adamant about not voting
for the Republican nominee.  And even losing just a
couple percentage points of the popular vote in key
Western swing states such as Nevada, Colorado and
New Mexico could tilt the election.

That dilemmais at the heart of the debate which will
take place among hundreds of grassroots conservative
and libertarian activists who will meet in Las Vegas in
three weeks for the 2008 Conservative Leadership
Conference (open to the public).  The overriding
question will be:

“Should conservatives and libertarians vote for the
presidential candidate most ideologically similar to
themselves…or for the candidate polling says is most
likely to defeat Barack Obama?”

A couple dozen of the nation’s top conservative and
libertarian leaders (including Libertarian presidential
ticket Bob Barr and Wayne Allyn Root) will address
this queston at the conference – many making the
argument that the only logical choice for conserva-
tives is John McCain, while others will make a case
for voting one’s convictions regardless of the poten-
tial for helping elect Barack Obama.

The 2008 Conservative Leadership Conference will
be held on September 18-21, 2008 at the Tuscany
Suites Resort in Las Vegas.  Four exciting days of
conservative debate, discussion and networking just
weeks before perhaps the most important presidential
election in memory.

And now you can attend one day, two days, three
days or all four days…absolutely FREE.  Register at
http://conservativeleadershipconference.com/free.

Or to register by phone, call: (202) 558-7162.

This opportunity to attend the 2008 Conservative
Leadership Conference FREE (compliments of the
Libertarian Party) is for a limited time and seating is
limited.  Conference hosts reserve the right to with-
draw this free Labor Day special at any time and/or
when the event is sold out.  So pre-register and
reserve your seat NOW!
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Minutes of the July State
Committee Regular Meeting
Wednesday, July 30,2008
Home of George Phillies, Worcester

[Editor’s note: these minutes have been edited. Full min-
utes may be found at http://lpmass.org/publicbb2.]

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7 pm.  Present
were State Committee members David Blau, Carol
McMahon, George Phillies, Art Torrey, Bob
Underwood, and Mary-Anne Wolf.

The Agenda was approved.

Officer Reports

LPMass and George Phillies through Phillies 2008
have spent over $7000 on the ballot access drive. We
have already recovered more than 13,000 valid signa-
tures, so Bob Underwood will be on the ballot for
U.S. Senate and the Phillies/Bennett team will be on
the ballot for President and Vice President. Efforts are
under way to replace Phillies/Bennett with Barr/Root.
Bob was congratulated for getting on the ballot as our
Senate candidate.

Membership is climbing. After eliminating several
duplicate entries, we are up to 113 members. The
State Committee agreed that people who may be life
members and may be monthly pledgers be recorded
as expiring in a year -- we'll let them tell us if we
made a mistake.

Webmaster Wolf reported on the impressive progres-
sive improvements with the web pages. Discussion
took place on where events should be announced.
Changes in the front page were requested.

It was moved to add Mark Tashjian to the LPMass
State Committee. He collected about 100 signatures
for us, and appears to be a good person. Motion
passed unanimously.

The date and location of the State Convention were
discussed. October 18 appears to be a good day. We
will re-use the site from last year, which has excellent
parking, is readily accessible by interstate, and is not
too expensive. Because he is local, Phillies will make
arrangements.

Re: LNC demand that we burn nominating papers

The LNC Political Director Sean Haugh demanded
that we burn nominating papers collected by peitioner
Gary Fincher. We did not do so. The LNC Political
Director severed LNC relations with at least three
major itinerant petitioners for various reasons related
to this. Art Torrey requested that we make a response,
such as

a. Any person having possession of signed petitions
should be instructed to avoid allowing Haugh, any
member of the LNC, or any other person not known
to be appropriately "vetted" to have access to the
petitions.

b. Carol McMahon and any other State Committee
members who have had dealings with Haugh or
Fincher concerning this matter be requested to do all
possible to document their interactions and or pre-
serve relevant evidence such as e-mails.

c. That a formal protest be made by the LPMA State
Committee to LNC, Inc. about the actions of Haugh,
both as a waste of LPMA time and resources, and his
apparent solicitation of a crime. And that the matter
be raised before the LNC Judicial Committee.

d. That we do all possible to cooperate with the rele-
vant legal authorities in the event that Mr. Fincher
does pursue legal recourse in this matter.

e. That we consider whether we wish to file any
charges or take other legal action as a body.

After discussion, it was agreed that Phillies will draft
a letter and, after review by the remainder of the
Committee, send the letter to the LNC.
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Other matters

As moved at the last meeting, it was moved by Torrey
to amend Section 1 of Article IX of the State Bylaws,
which currently reads:

Article IX. Memberships and Subscriptions
1. a. The State Committee may by majority vote set
the dues for any category of membership or subscrip-
tion.
b. To join as a member, a person must be an
American citizen or a person lawfully admitted for
permanent residence in the United States, must
reside in Massachusetts, and must provide the State
Committee with their valid mailing address in
Massachusetts.

Torrey moved to add two subsections as follows:

1. c. Any person or entity that may legally give money
to the LPMA may subscribe to the newsletter at any
of the usual rates for members, without becoming a
party member, and shall have the status of "sub-
scriber".
1. d. Any person or entity that may not legally give
money to the LPMA may be given a free e-mail sub-
scription to the newsletter if they so request.

After discussion, the motion passed unanimously.

Phillies asked to be reimbursed for printing and
postage costs for the Mass Liberty newsletter. The
reimbursement rates he requested are:

Two cents per black and white page
Four cents per colored page
A first class stamp per member issue mailed.

These rates, based on his using his Xerox Phaser
8560, are significantly less than rates available com-
mercially, but appear to agree with known costs for
paper and wax sticks, this being a wax printer. In
response to questions, Phillies stated that based on
reported page lifetimes for a Phaser not getting heavy
use, the machine wear and tear is too small to com-
pute. Heis using real Xerox wax sticks, not second-
source substitutes.

The motion to reimburse Phillies passed unanimously.

The meeting then adjourned.

Blueprint for Libertarian Activists
Reprint of text byKent Guida

In this edition of the newsletter, we continue with the
second month of our serial reprint of Kent Guida’s
Blueprint for Libertarian Activists.  Last month we
printed the Introduction and Party Development sec-
tions.

We continue this month with a Key Points section, to
remind the reader of the previous month’s text, and
follow with a section on Keeping It Going.

KEY POINTS ON PARTY DEVELOPMENT
1. The mailing list of party members and prospects

is your most important tool. Everyone on it should be
contacted in person and asked to participate in party
activities.

2. Keep building your list by entering the names of
everyone who expresses an interest in the party.

3. Friends, neighbors, co-workers -- they, too,
should be invited to participate in or attend party
events.

4. Accept the fact that a certain percentage of the
people you contact will say "No."

5. Use news releases, flyers, and ads to support
your public recruitment efforts.

6. Provide a structure and specific activities for
newcomers both at the initial meeting and at subse-
quent events.

7. Don't prejudge newcomers. Remember that most
people become increasingly libertarian through con-
tact with other libertarians, so plan events to mingle
new people with "veterans."

KEEPING IT GOING

Once a party organization has started, or has
branched out to satellite areas, the critical problem
becomes keeping, it going successfully. Far too many
initially successful organizational efforts have fallen
apart because of lack of follow through. But many
party groups, once they've taken shape have not only
continued but grown because of a conscious program
put in motion for this purpose.
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The question to be addressed is how to keep rela-
tively new party members active and interested -- in
fact, how to move them away from thinking of them-
selves as "newcomers" at all.

The Rochester Experience

Perhaps one of the most consistently successful
local party organizations in the country has been the
one in Rochester, N.Y., a relatively small city which
is not adjacent to other population centers, but which
nevertheless has been able both to attract and keep the
interest of old and new Libertarian activists.

Rochester Libertarians employ two major tools: a
good internal communication device., their newslet-
ter; and frequent meetings which combine philosophi-
cal, political and social elements. Actually, they use
these tools in duplicate. There is an active chapter of
the Society for Individual Liberty in the Rochester
area, and an active LP organization , each of which
has a newsletter and meetings. The overlap in mem-
bership is considerable, but the SIL chapter activities
focus on philosophy, while LP activities concentrate
on politics and activism. In this way, a broad cross-
section of libertarians, regardless of their primary
interest, are consistently brought into contact with
other libertarians.

Meetings typically are dinners served at a hotel or
restaurant which have been publicized well ahead of
time through the newsletter. After dinner, routine
announcements are dispensed with, and the floor is
given over to the featured speaker, who is often from
out of town and has had his or her transportation and
lodging arranged and paid for by the organizers of the
event. This program has meant that Rochester-area
libertarians have frequent opportunities to hear out-
side speakers on a wide range of topics, to keep
abreast of libertarian activities in the area, and to be
in the friendly company of other libertarians. They
have come to look forward to these events; typically
at least 50 paying people attend. At one such dinner,
for Alaskan legislator Dick Randolph, organized with
only four days notice, 70 people were willing to come
out.

Rochester Libertarians' ability to keep the organiza-
tion going and growing doesn't just stop with dinner
meetings. They take advantage of each election cam-
paign opportunity, even of local elections which are
held in odd-numbered years, and do their utmost to
recruit candidates as an almost-perpetual focus for
party activism. The candidates are recruited simply
because certain activists make it a point to ask other
libertarians to run. One Rochester party leader identi-
fied 15 people he thought would be good candidates,
asked them all, and ended up with six enthusiastic
local campaigners (that would be a .400 average if it
were baseball).

Attempts are consistently made to involve all mem-
bers, especially newcomers, in basic party activities.
In the case of one dinner meeting, for example, the
organization's Chair had no hesitation in asking a cou-
ple who were brand-new to the parity to lodge the
out-of-town speaker overnight; they were delighted to
accept, and felt much more "part of things." The
Chair views this process of involving all members as
routine. Of this instance he said, "It just made sense
to ask them because they lived close to the airport. If
they had said " No" , I would have asked someone
else." Simple and obvious, of course; but in how
many other organizations does the party leadership
rely exclusivelyon a small circle of longtime activists,
afraid that asking newcomers to participate would be
interpreted as being "too pushy"?

The Montana Experience

Montana is an immense state, with a number of
small to midsize cities scattered far apart. It was not
until less than two years ago that Libertarians were
able to set up effective organizations in many states
have successfully used one or more Montana's activi-
ties to keep the party growing. The Montana party has
simply been able to combine them all at once, as fol-
lows:

1. Immediately after the election, the party tackled
the project of trying to change the state's ballot access
law in their favor. Previously, Libertarians could only
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qualify for the ballot on separate petitions, but the
party wanted to be able to qualify the entire party
with one petition. They identified some sympathetic
legislators, explained the problem and what they
wanted, and asked if a bill effecting the change could
be written and sponsored. The legislators agreed and,
several months later, the bill was passed overwhelm-
ingly by both houses of the legislature.

2. After the bill had passed, the party decided to
start its ballot drive early, more than a year before the
signatures were due. They now have ten coordinators
around the state and planned activities for fundraising
and volunteer petitioning.

3. The Montana Party, like many party organiza-
tions, participates in an activity which always pro-
motes visibility, credibility, and outreach: staffing
booths at major county fairs, around the state. In at
least one instance, their booth appeared where the
Republicans did not -- a fact duly noted by the local
newspaper.

4. They have already recruited a candidate for U.S.
Senate who is not only attracting publicity for his
campaign and the party but also is providing a focus
for volunteer efforts such as the ballot drive.

5. They are planning to sponsor two statewide ini-
tiative petitions, one to abolish the state Milk Price
Control Board, the other to change the state's restric-
tive liquor licensing law. These initiatives will build
credibility for the party and will also give activists the
opportunity to attract support from constituencies
who would be benefited by the proposed law changes.

Members of the Montana Party believe it's impor-
tant to create opportunities for action such as these
during non-election years, and they believe that multi-
ple activities are beneficial to attract a wide range of
activists. This model can be considered by any state
or local party when deciding the kinds of activities
needed to keep their organization going and growing.

General Note: Running a Successful Meeting

Once you've enticed a number of Libertarians,
through your newsletter or phone calls, to your meet-
ing, it's obviously of critical importance that the meet-
ing be enjoyable and productive, so that your atten-
dees will want to come back and bring their friends.
(The reference here is not to meetings which are
exclusively for party business, but rather those set up
to keep the party going. In most local party organiza-
tions, business meetings would be held quarterly at
most, and the routine business taken care of by an
executive committee.)

Scheduled meetings need not be of the full-blown
dinner type, but instead can be gatherings to hear an
interesting speaker or discussion. It should be noted,
though, that most people are perfectly happy to pay
12 or 15 dollars for a dinner event if they think that
they're getting-their money's worth. In either case,
certain basic rules apply for a successful meeting:

1. Have a fixed time schedule, announced ahead of
time, and stick to it as closely as possible. Example:
cocktails at 6:30, dinner at 7:15, announcements and
introduction at 8:00, main speaker at 8:15, Q and A
and wrap-up at 9:00, event concludes at 9:30.

2. Tell the speaker how much time he or she has,
and suggest a topic if necessary.

3. Select topics and speakers on the basis of the
widest possible interest in the group. Ask yourself, if
a stranger walked in off the street and heard this
speaker, would the topic make sense, or would it
sound weird and obscure?

4. Don't hesitate to import speakers from out of
town, and pay all reasonable costs. The novelty of an
out-of-town speaker will attract a bigger audience.

5. Select a Master of Ceremonies for the event
whose responsibility it is to make the announcements,
introduce the speaker, keep things moving on time,
and wrap everything up at the end.
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Summary and Conclusions

"Keeping It Going" has required the application of
much of the same points covered in "Party
Development." The most important point, as with get-
ting an organization started, has been:

* People have been asked to stay involved: asked to
attend meetings, asked to be the Master of
Ceremonies or to be the featured speaker, asked to
help produce the newsletter or to organize work par-
ties, asked to become candidates. And not only have
the "old reliables " been asked but everyone, whether
they've been known for very long or not.

Other important points in successfully "keeping it
going" have been:

* To have a regular internal communications
device, usually a newsletter, which lets people know
what's going on.

* To vary and diversify the activities so that the
broadest possible range of libertarians will be attract-
ed to participate. Even the people who have taken vis-
ible roles are varied so that people don't start dreading
"the same old faces" doing everything.

* To take advantage of election campaigns, espe-
cially local elections occurring in odd-numbered
years.  If running candidates has been inappropriate,
to try sponsoring an initiative petition or organizing to
defeat a proposed tax increase, etc.

KEY POINTS ON "KEEPING IT GOING"

1. Meetings and events should be held regularly
and should combine social aspects with political edu-
cation or activity.

2. Notice of events should be mailed to the entire
mailing list in the area, preferably in a regular
newsletter, and should be followed up with telephone
calls.

3. Don't hesitate to spend a little extra money to
increase interest in and attendance at your events.
People don't mind paying if they think they're getting
value in exchange.

4. Create as many opportunities as you can for
activity: candidates, initiatives, fair booths, speakers
bureaus, etc., etc. -- the more, the better.

5. Involve new party members by making it a point
to ask them to take on specific responsibilities. 

Upcoming Libertarian Events

Sept. 10, 6:30 PM (2nd Wednesday):Pioneer Valley
Libertarian Association. Meet other Libertarians at
the Hu Ke Lau Restaurant, Memorial Drivein Chicopee.

Sept. 13, 6:00 PM (2nd Sunday):Boston Area
Libertarian Meetup.  Food and political conversation.
Sign up at http://libertarian.meetup.com/349/.

Sept. 20, 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM: Boston Freedom
Rally for decriminalization of marijuana.  Our biggest
outreach event of the year. Please appear as a volun-
teer at the LPMass tent, space U.  See the article on
the front page for more details.

Sept. 23, 8:00 PM (4th Tuesday): Lowell Area
Liberty Association.  Outback Steakhouse, 28 Reiss
Ave., Lowell.  RSVP: Arthur Torrey, (978) 663-0241.
You mustRSVP for this meeting.

Sept. 30, 6:00 PM (last Tuesday):Worcester County
Libertarian Association. Meet at Starbucks Coffee, at
the intersection of Grove St. and West Boylston (look
for the Curry College sign).

Oct. 18:  State Convention.  See the next page for
more details.  The Convention will be in the same
location as last year, Tweed's Pub on Grove Street in
Worcester.  Doors open at 10:15 AM.  Business
includes election of the State Committee, amend-
ments to the Party Constitution, and possibly other
business.
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